Free Chunky Crochet Cardigan
Pattern: Boxy Open Cardigan, Sizes
S to 2X

A boxy open cardigan in bulky yarn: one stitch, five rectangles - US terms

On a hanger you see the whole shape: a straight hem, front edges that hang open and no buttons.

Finished size: Chest 44 1/2 in (S) to 60 1/2 in (2X) with the fronts edge to edge, boxy fit with
about 10 1/2 to 11 in of ease over the largest bust of each range.
Level: Advanced beginner to intermediate: hdc in rows and seaming of heavy pieces. Not a
first project
Time: About 25 to 28 hours (S) to 35 to 38 hours (2X), with the seaming and the finishing

Counts were checked by software. This pattern has not been crocheted and swatched by a person before
publication.

Free pattern online:
https://www.amgroyal.com/chunky-crochet-cardigan/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=referral&utm
_campaign=chunky-crochet-cardigan
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Materials, sizes and terms

Materials

Bulky (#5) yarn in one color (Caramel in our drawings): about 1080 yd (S), 1230 yd (M), 1350
yd (L), 1460 yd (XL), 1610 yd (2X).

Skeins = yards / yards per skein, rounded up, plus 1. Example (S, 1080 yd): 100-yd skeins = 11
+ 1; 150-yd skeins = 8 + 1. Check the label for yards, not grams.

At the store, look for #5 Bulky on the label and a suggested hook around 8 mm (L-11). A #6
super bulky yarn usually gives fewer stitches per inch, so the counts here would not give these
sizes.

Yarn needle (large eye), scissors, stitch markers (at least 4), measuring tape, pins.

A finished cardigan weighs about 0.5 to 1.4 kg (1 to 3 Ib) depending on the size and the yarn
(estimate, not weighed). Sew the shoulder seams firmly: they carry it.

Sizes

S: to fit bust 32-34 in, finished chest about 44 1/2 in

Yarn needed: About 1080 yd with a 15 % margin: 12 skeins of 100 yd or 9 of 150 yd. Weight about
500 to 1000 g (1.1 to 2.2 Ib)

Finished size: Chest about 44 1/2 in (113 cm) with the fronts edge to edge, length about 24 in (61
cm), armhole depth about 8 1/2 in, sleeve length about 17 in underarm to cuff, sleeve width around
about 17 in, back neck about 12 1/2 in, lapel about 6 1/2 in wide at the top. Positive ease about 10
1/2 in over the largest bust of the range.

Counts: Back: ch 57, 55 sts, 42 rows. Fronts (2): ch 30, 28 sts, 42 rows each. Sleeves (2): ch 45, 43
sts, 30 rows. Shoulder seams 12 sts each, back neck 31 sts, lapel 16 sts on each front. Armhole 15
rows on each front and on the back. About 25 to 28 hours in all.

M: to fit bust 36-38 in, finished chest about 49 in

Yarn needed: About 1230 yd with a 15 % margin: 14 skeins of 100 yd or 10 of 150 yd. Weight about
600 to 1100 g (1.3 to 2.4 Ib)

Finished size: Chest about 49 in (125 cm) with the fronts edge to edge, length about 25 in (64 cm),
armhole depth about 9 in, sleeve length about 17 1/2 in underarm to cuff, sleeve width around
about 18 1/2 in, back neck about 12 1/2 in, lapel about 6 1/2 in wide at the top. Positive ease about
11 in over the largest bust of the range.

Counts: Back: ch 63, 61 sts, 44 rows. Fronts (2): ch 33, 31 sts, 44 rows each. Sleeves (2): ch 46, 44
sts, 32 rows. Shoulder seams 15 sts each, back neck 31 sts, lapel 16 sts on each front. Armhole 16
rows on each front and on the back. About 27 to 30 hours in all.

L: to fit bust 40-42 in, finished chest about 52 1/2 in

Yarn needed: About 1350 yd with a 15 % margin: 15 skeins of 100 yd or 10 of 150 yd. Weight about
650 to 1250 g (1.4 to 2.8 Ib)

Finished size: Chest about 52 1/2 in (133 cm) with the fronts edge to edge, length about 26 1/2 in
(67 cm), armhole depth about 9 1/2 in, sleeve length about 18 in underarm to cuff, sleeve width
around about 19 1/2 in, back neck about 12 1/2 in, lapel about 6 1/2 in wide at the top. Positive
ease about 10 1/2 in over the largest bust of the range.

Counts: Back: ch 67, 65 sts, 46 rows. Fronts (2): ch 35, 33 sts, 46 rows each. Sleeves (2): ch 47, 45
sts, 34 rows. Shoulder seams 17 sts each, back neck 31 sts, lapel 16 sts on each front. Armhole 17
rows on each front and on the back. About 30 to 33 hours in all.

XL: to fit bust 44-46 in, finished chest about 57 in
Yarn needed: About 1460 yd with a 15 % margin: 16 skeins of 100 yd or 11 of 150 yd. Weight about
700 to 1350 g (1.5 to 3.0 Ib)
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Finished size: Chest about 57 in (145 cm) with the fronts edge to edge, length about 27 in (68 cm),
armhole depth about 9 1/2 in, sleeve length about 18 1/2 in underarm to cuff, sleeve width around
about 19 1/2 in, back neck about 13 in, lapel about 7 in wide at the top. Positive ease about 11 in
over the largest bust of the range.

Counts: Back: ch 73, 71 sts, 47 rows. Fronts (2): ch 38, 36 sts, 47 rows each. Sleeves (2): ch 48, 46
sts, 34 rows. Shoulder seams 19 sts each, back neck 33 sts, lapel 17 sts on each front. Armhole 17
rows on each front and on the back. About 32 to 35 hours in all.

2X: to fit bust 48-50 in, finished chest about 60 1/2 in

Yarn needed: About 1610 yd with a 15 % margin: 18 skeins of 100 yd or 12 of 150 yd. Weight about
750 to 1450 g (1.7 to 3.2 Ib)

Finished size: Chest about 60 1/2 in (153 cm) with the fronts edge to edge, length about 28 in (71
cm), armhole depth about 10 1/2 in, sleeve length about 19 in underarm to cuff, sleeve width
around about 20 1/2 in, back neck about 14 in, lapel about 7 in wide at the top. Positive ease about
10 1/2 in over the largest bust of the range.

Counts: Back: ch 77, 75 sts, 49 rows. Fronts (2): ch 40, 38 sts, 49 rows each. Sleeves (2): ch 50, 48
sts, 36 rows. Shoulder seams 20 sts each, back neck 35 sts, lapel 18 sts on each front. Armhole 18
rows on each front and on the back. About 35 to 38 hours in all.

Size table

Measure S M L XL 2X
To fit bust (in) 32-34 36-38 40-42 44-46 48-50
Finished chest (in) 44 1/2 49 52 1/2 57 60 1/2
Ease over largest bust (in) 101/2 11 101/2 11 101/2
Length (in) 24 25 26 1/2 27 28
Armhole depth (in) 81/2 9 91/2 91/2 10 1/2
Sleeve length (in) 17 17 1/2 18 18 1/2 19
Sleeve width around (in) 17 18 1/2 191/2 191/2 20 1/2
Sleeve: sts x rows 43 x 30 44 x 32 45 x 34 46 x 34 48 x 36

Inches. Approximate, from our suggested gauge: check them against your swatch.

Abbreviations (US)

ch = chain

hdc = half double crochet

st(s) = stitch(es)

RS = right side (the outside of the cardigan)

WS = wrong side (the inside)

yOo = yarn over

tch = turning chain (ch 2 here: never counted, never worked into)

S (M, L, XL, 2X) = numbers for each size: the first is S, the others follow in order

Gauge

Suggested, not measured: 10 hdc and 7 rows = 4 in (10 cm) in hdc with a US L-11 (8 mm)
hook and bulky (#5) yarn. Your rows and stitches may be fewer or more than we show:
measure your swatch and adjust.

Notes

- US crochet terms: see the abbreviations above. Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 2X. Numbers are written S
(M, L, XL, 2X).

- Hdc: yarn over, insert the hook under both top loops of the next st (the V), yarn over and pull
up a loop (3 loops on the hook), yarn over and pull through all 3 loops.
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- Back bump: the bump on the back of each foundation ch. Row 1 goes in the back bumps.
Keep the foundation chain loose: use a hook one size up for it if you tend to chain tight.

- Row 1 of every piece is a right-side (RS) row, so odd rows are RS and even rows are WS. RS =
the outside of the cardigan, WS = the inside. The turning ch (ch 2) does not count as a st and
you never work into it.

- Join a new skein at the end of a row. Leave 6 in tails. A 100-yd skein is about 14 rows of the
back in S and 10 in 2X, so plan for about 30 (S) to 42 (2X) ends to weave in.

- Expect the cardigan to grow 1 to 2 in in length once worn or wet. Weigh your swatch when
you block it.

- Glossary. Drop shoulder: the shoulder seam sits low on the upper arm, and the sleeve is a
rectangle. Front edge: the edge of a front that hangs open in the middle. Lapel: the top inner
corner of a front, folded back. Back neck: the middle of the top edge of the back, left open.
Swatch: a small test piece you crochet and measure. Gauge: how many stitches and rows
make 4 in. WS: wrong side, the inside of the cardigan.

- Check your chest: (sts of the back + 2 x sts of a front) / your sts per inch. If your swatch gives
12 hdc per 4 in instead of 10, the S cardigan is about 37 in around with the fronts edge to
edge, not 44 1/2: go up a hook size or pick a bigger size (a bigger hook makes a floppier
fabric). If you get 8 rows per 4 in instead of 7, add 6 rows to the back and to both fronts (S).

- Check your yarn amount: weigh your swatch in grams. Yards needed = (swatch grams /
swatch area in sq in) x cardigan area / grams per yard of your yarn, then add 15 %; the
cardigan area is about 1660 (S), 1880 (M), 2080 (L), 2250 (XL), 2480 (2X) sq in (back, 2 fronts
and 2 sleeves).

The cardigan laid flat with both sleeves out and the small lapels folded at the top. No buttons, no band.
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Swatch

Make this first. 24 sts and 14 rows, the same for every size.

Foundation

Ch 26.
Stitch count: 26 ch

Row 1 (RS)

Skip the first 2 ch from the hook (they are the turning ch and do not count as a st). Work a hdc
in the back bump of the next ch and of each ch across.

Stitch count: 24 hdc

Rows 2 to 14

Ch 2 (does not count as a st), turn. Hdc in each st across. The last hdc of every row goes in the
first hdc of the row before, next to the turning ch, never in it.

Stitch count: 24 hdc

)

P ek

Close-up of a folded lapel. The fold is not sewn, and rows of hdc should look much the same on both sides, so the lapel
blends in.

5

AMG Royal - amgroyal.com - personal use only - v1.0 Page 5 of 15



Back

Worked from the hem up, in one color. Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 2X. Numbers are written S (M, L, XL,
2X).

Foundation
Ch 57 (63, 67,73, 77).
Stitch count: 57 (63, 67, 73, 77) ch

Row 1 (RS)
Skip the first 2 ch from the hook (they are the turning ch and do not count as a st). Work a hdc

in the back bump of the next ch and of each ch across.
Stitch count: 55 (61, 65, 71, 75) hdc

Rows 2 to 42 (44, 46, 47, 49)
Ch 2 (does not count as a st), turn. Hdc in each st across. The last hdc of every row goes in the

first hdc of the row before, next to the turning ch, never in it.
Stitch count: 55 (61, 65, 71, 75) hdc
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Fronts

Make 2, both the same, worked from the hem up like the back.

Foundation
Ch 30 (33, 35, 38, 40).
Stitch count: 30 (33, 35, 38, 40) ch

Row 1 (RS)
Skip the first 2 ch from the hook (they are the turning ch and do not count as a st). Work a hdc

in the back bump of the next ch and of each ch across.
Stitch count: 28 (31, 33, 36, 38) hdc

Rows 2 to 42 (44, 46, 47, 49)
Ch 2 (does not count as a st), turn. Hdc in each st across. The last hdc of every row goes in the

first hdc of the row before, next to the turning ch, never in it.
Stitch count: 28 (31, 33, 36, 38) hdc
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Sleeves

Make 2. The rows run along the arm.

Foundation
Ch 45 (46, 47, 48, 50).
Stitch count: 45 (46, 47, 48, 50) ch

Row 1 (RS)

Skip the first 2 ch from the hook (they are the turning ch and do not count as a st). Work a hdc
in the back bump of the next ch and of each ch across.

Stitch count: 43 (44, 45, 46, 48) hdc

Rows 2 to 30 (32, 34, 34, 36)

Ch 2 (does not count as a st), turn. Hdc in each st across. The last hdc of every row goes in the
first hdc of the row before, next to the turning ch, never in it. The rows run along the arm: the
cuff and the armhole edge are row ends.

Stitch count: 43 (44, 45, 46, 48) hdc
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Assembly

Shoulders are sewn stitch to stitch, sleeves and sides row end to row end, so the counts below
match.

Weave in ends
Weave in the ends on the wrong side, along a row, going back on yourself for 3 in.

Block
Block the pieces flat before you sew. Pin the shoulder seams and try the cardigan on before
you sew the sides. Follow the yarn label.

Pin first
For every seam, pin the first and the last rows (or sts) of the seam and the middle first, then
add pins every 2 in and sew between the pins.

Shoulder seams

Lay the back flat, right side up. Lay the 2 fronts above it, right side up and upside down, so the
last row of each front touches the last row of the back and the side edge of each front lines up
with a side edge of the back. The front edges meet in the middle (the 2 fronts together have 1
st more than the back, so they overlap by 1 st there: they are not sewn). On each front, the
shoulder is the 12 (15, 17, 19, 20) sts at the side edge (the armhole side). With the needle, go
under the 2 loops of the V of one st on the front, then under the V of the matching st on the
back, and repeat across: sew the 12 (15, 17, 19, 20) shoulder sts of one front to the first 12
(15, 17, 19, 20) sts of the back, and the 12 (15, 17, 19, 20) shoulder sts of the other front to
the last 12 (15, 17, 19, 20) sts of the back. Leave open the middle 31 (31, 31, 33, 35) sts of the
back (the back neck: 12 (15, 17, 19, 20) + 31 (31, 31, 33, 35) + 12 (15, 17, 19, 20) = 55 (61,
65, 71, 75) sts) and the other 16 (16, 16, 17, 18) sts of each front (the lapel: 12 (15, 17, 19, 20)
+ 16 (16, 16, 17, 18) = 28 (31, 33, 36, 38) sts).

Mark the armholes

On each side edge of the back and of each front, count 15 (16, 17, 17, 18) rows down from the
shoulder seam and put a marker. This is the armhole (the underarm marker). On a front, the
side edge is the edge next to the shoulder sts, not the front edge.

Attach the sleeves

A sleeve has 30 (32, 34, 34, 36) rows (the rows run along the arm, so the armhole edge and
the cuff are row ends). Fold the sleeve in half: the fold is between its Row 15 (16, 17, 17, 18)
and its Row 16 (17, 18, 18, 19). Put that fold at the shoulder seam and sew the armhole edge
of the sleeve to the armhole: 15 (16, 17, 17, 18) rows on the front and 15 (16, 17, 17, 18) rows
on the back, one row end to one row end (mattress stitch: with the right sides facing you, pick
up the 2 bars between the first and second st of a row end on one side, then the same on the
other side, row by row, and pull gently every 4 or 5 rows). Do the same with the other sleeve
on the other front.
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Underarm and side seams

Sew the foundation-ch edge of the sleeve to its last-row edge (43 (44, 45, 46, 48) sts to 43 (44,
45, 46, 48) sts: the chain loop of each st on the foundation edge to the V of the matching st),
then continue down the side of the body: 27 (28, 29, 30, 31) rows of the front to 27 (28, 29, 30,
31) rows of the back (mattress stitch). At the underarm marker four edges meet: the
foundation-ch edge and the last-row edge of the sleeve and the side edges of the front and of
the back. Sew the sleeve seam up to the marker, go twice through the marker point to close
the gap, then go on down the side: one seam from cuff to hem. Repeat on the other side.

Lapels

The 16 (16, 16, 17, 18) sts at the top of each front, next to the back neck, are not sewn. Fold
that top inner corner of each front back onto the right side: the fold runs from the inner end of
the shoulder seam down to the front edge, about 15 (16, 17, 17, 18) rows below the top (level
with the underarm marker). Hdc worked in turned rows should look much the same on both
sides, so the folded part should look like the rest. The fold is not sewn. If you want it to stay,
tack the point of each lapel to the front with 2 or 3 small stitches (optional).

Finish

Weave in the seaming ends. The back neck, the front edges, the hem and the cuffs are left as
they are (the edge of the hdc rows): no border, no band, no buttons. The cuffs are wide: fold
them back once if you want them shorter.

)

The chunky cardigan worn open over a white turtleneck, with drop shoulders, wide sleeves and the lapels folded back.
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Plan of the pieces

Pieces to scale

All 5 sizes nested, to scale. Letters = size table.

A B
= - b A
G D \
= Sleeve
C (make 2)
Back Front
(make 2)
L J
L J E
A B

Red = shoulder seam. Dashed = lapel fold (not sewn).

]S A22 B11 C24 D81/2 E17 F17 G121/2 in

COMm A241/2 B121/2 C25 D9 E171/2 F181/2 G121/2 in
[JL A26 B13 C261/2 D91/2 E18 F191/2 G121/2 in

[ XL A281/2 B141/2 C27 D91/2 E181/2 F191/2 G13 in
[]2X A30 B15 €28 D101/2 E19 F201/2 G14 in

Back, front and sleeve of all sizes to scale, with the shoulder sts in red and the lapel fold dashed. The letters match the size
table. Open it full size.
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Assembly plan

How it goes together (size M)

Laid flat. Same on the right sleeve.

front 1 front 2
(upside (upside 28
down) down) rows

lapels: 16 sts
open on each front

¢ [ M
VA | RN
/ \
’ \ 16
/ \ rows
7 N
fold 4 N <
————————————— P —_- . — H
15 sts 15 sts
sleeve back neck: 16
44 sts x 32 rows 31 sts open rows
] L M
dots = underarm
markers
back
(right side up) 28

rows

1 Sew the shoulders (red): 15 sts of each front
to 15 sts at each end of the back.

2 Sleeve: 16 rows on the front + 16 on the back.
3 One seam on each side, cuff to marker to hem.
4 Fold the lapels back (dashed). Not sewn.

How the pieces go together, drawn for size M (the other sizes use their own numbers in the Assembly rows). Open it full size.
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Stitch diagram

Half double crochet rows

A row of hdc, seen from the front.
Each symbol is one hdc.

S I A B B B

10 hdc shown (your size has more). The turning
ch (ch 2) is NOT a stitch: never work into it.

Where the hook goes: under both top loops
(the V) of the stitch below.

hook goes in here

YYYYY

Seams: one st to one st at the shoulders (V to V),
one row end to one row end at the sides.

VVVVVV vVVVVVV
front: V of each st back: matching V

The hdc row, where the hook goes, and what is sewn to what. Open it full size.

Finishing
Check that every end is woven in, the seams are flat and the lapels lie the way you like.

Free crochet cardigan pattern (US terms): how it comes together

1. Make a swatch first

A gauge swatch is required, not optional. 1. With your yarn and the US L-11 hook, ch 26 and
work 14 rows of hdc (Swatch section). 2. Block it, let it dry, and measure the middle 20 sts and
12 rows: you want about 8 in wide and 7 in high (10 hdc and 7 rows = 4 in). 3. More sts: go up
a hook size. Fewer sts: go down. Your rows decide the length, your sts decide the chest.

2. Choose your size

Ease = room added over your bust. This cardigan adds about 10 1/2 to 11 in of ease over the
largest bust of each range, with the fronts edge to edge: it is very roomy, with a low shoulder
seam, a loose body and wide sleeves, and it is worn open. Measure your bust at the fullest
part. Between sizes, size down. Or measure a boxy cardigan you love, laid flat, and compare it
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with the size table.

3. Work the back and the fronts
Chain, work Row 1 and the plain rows. The back and the 2 fronts have the same number of
rows: work the same number on all three.

4. Work the sleeves

Each sleeve is a rectangle: its rows run along the arm, so the cuff and the armhole edge are
row ends; the foundation-ch edge and the last-row edge are sewn together into the underarm
seam.

5. Seam the pieces
Shoulders first, then the sleeves, then one seam from cuff to hem on each side, and last the
lapels. The Assembly rows give every count; the assembly plan shows where each seam goes.

6. Weave in and wash
Weave in the seaming ends on the wrong side, then see Care.

Care: Wash as the label says. Lay flat to dry. Store folded.
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Thank you!

This pattern online (photos, FAQ):

https://www.amgroyal.com/chunky-crochet-cardigan/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=referral
&utm_campaign=chunky-crochet-cardigan

More free patterns: amgroyal.com

© 2026 amgroyal.com. You may sell what you crochet. Please don't copy or repost this pattern; link to it
instead.
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